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slice of paradise to call

between $2.65 million and

$2.85 million. While the price
difference between real estate on
Hamilton Island and the Whitsunday
mainland is stark, both suffer low
levels of supply and have experienced
intense periods of growth in the past
two years.

Where the median price of land on
the island is $1,142,500, along the
Whitsunday coast it’s $233,000,
despite increasing 45 per cent in the
past 12 months.

Mr Leet said the island’s “resort-
living” lifestyle and its airport were
big drawcards for buyers, many of
whom are retirees who spend six
months on the island.

Other novelties such as the use of
golf buggies for transport instead of
cars were another bonus.

“We can only ever develop 30 per
cent of the island and we have
accommodation ranging from
3Vs-star to five-star instead of
caravan parks and backpacker
hostels,” Mr Leet said.

“We obtain much higher nightly
rates for holiday letting.

“Itis a safe haven with no crime
and everyone is a more mature type
of person. There are also no cheap
shops, so it does attract a more
upmarket client”

Land prices on Hamilton Island
have experienced significant growth
in the past couple of years. Median
land prices jumped 23 per centin
2005 and 25 per cent this year.
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CHANGE AS GOOD AS A HOLIDAY: Steve Smart and his wife Evelyn moved to Hamilton Island from suburban Sydney.

> domain

their own

Move north a
dream come true

FORthe past12 months
former Baulkham Hills
residents Steve Smart and his
wife Evelyn have lived out
their tropical dream, moving
from suburbiato anew family
home on HamiltonIslandin the
Whitsundays.

Having bought a block of
land that overlooks the
island's marinatwo years ago,
the couple, with their children
Ryan, 5,and Kayla, 7,
designed and built theirhome
with floor to ceiling windows
and multiple balconies to
maximise water views.

“We were after alifestyle
change,” Mr Smart, aformer
pilot, said. “Hamilton Island has
areally good vibe. We'd been to
Airlie Beach afew times and
bought ablock of land there as
well. But on Hamilton Island
everyoneis there for the same
reasons. They want a change of
pace and want to explore the
islands and you findit's quite
easy to make friends."”

Mr Smart said while he
misses friends and family in
NSW heis happy with the move.

Looking for the ultimate in relaxed beach escapes?

Absolute
Beachfront

Tallow Beach

Nestled into the dunes of pristine Tallow Beach, with an outlook left as nature intended, are two special properties to provide a tranquil escape.
With the hush of the ocean at your door step and kilometres of beach to stroll along, who wouldn’t feel relaxed?

Choose between our Romantic 1 bedroom Cottage or our luxurious Asian inspired 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom contemporary home.
Both offer a totally relaxing and tranquil experience in one of Australia’s most beautiful locations.

To secure your holiday booking contact Maree Randerson, Portfolio Real Estate, Byron Bay on 0411 515 353
or view at www.byron-bay.com/akita or www.byron-bay.com/beachfrontcottage

Relax within
natural
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as you recharge
your batteries
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